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difference between leader and led. This was plain
from the outset of his career. The first thing Cobden
did when he became a calico printer was to agitate for
a village school; the first cause he took up was the
cause of education. When he went into public life
he meant to devote to this cause the incomparable gifts
of persuasion which were ultimately given to the cause
of Free Trade. But he was indifferently supported.
Many of the business men in the North of England had
the kind of self-satisfaction which is produced by success
that has been gained in the face of great difficulties.
Some of them were large-minded enough to prize the
education which they had missed, but most of them
were doubtful whether the education which they had
not found necessary for their own development was
worth much public money or much public effort.
Another difficulty was the extreme sectarian spirit of
the times. Most Churchmen and most Nonconformists
preferred that the towns should be left in ignorance if
the alternative was a form of education of which they
disapproved. In this intolerant world of the few men
such as Cobden and Hook,21 the great Vicar of Leeds,
who put education first, believing, as Cobden said, that
Cicero and Seneca22 had done greater service to
humanity than the average gladiator or peasant of
their time, although neither Churchman nor Noncon-
formist would have approved of their education, made
little impression.

Another great obstacle to the civilization of the new
towns, as Dickens saw,23 was the Sunday imposed on
the working classes, a Sunday in which the church or
chapel and the public-house offered them their only
108